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Historical Cinematic Content

5,000 Physical Items

Blu-Rays, Blu-Ray and DVDs, DVDs and 

Video Cassettes

In Special and Modern Collections

Technology to play them



Academic Streaming Services- content

Kanopy
BFI Player 

(Subscription)
Box of 

Broadcasts

Academic 
Video 
Online

Digitalia

Films, TV Series & 

documentaries

Films- classics and obscure 

indies alike- some 

documentaries about film

Terrestrial Televison-

mostly UK but some 

other channels 

News clips, documentaries, 

old films 

Non-English language films, 

classic film, kids cartoons 



Patron Driven Acquisition 

(PDA) but can be 

mediated if needed

Rolling content, can’t 

choose films

Lots of content, reliable, 

but has adverts and is 

lower quality

Bundle of stock –rare for 

stock to disappear

Very niche but reliable 

bundle 

Kanopy
BFI Player 

(Subscription)
Box of 

Broadcasts

Academic 
Video 
Online

Digitalia

Academic Streaming Services- access



And if they don’t have it?

Physical Format

DVDs, Blu-Rays are an option but not the best 
option for staff and students.

Implications:

• We order via a supplier but usually find 
the DVDs via Amazon, which does not 
generally  have the best metadata! 

• See also Region 1 DVDs, subtitle and 
language issues and versioning.

Digital Site Licence

Not offered for every film, usually more 
expensive, more complicated. 

Implications:

• We have to put in a lot of work for an 
individual film but once we have we 
usually get access for multiple years or in 
perpetuity. 



Why Alma Digital?

A selection of images of operators for Access Rights parameters



Early stage elements

Purchasing Legal Metadata (1)

Vendor Details

Need to add the vendor as 

either a one off supplier or 

as a regular supplier.

Regular suppliers can take 

weeks to be added to the 

system

Do we need to sign?

If the vendor has paperwork 

needing signed this adds to 

the time.

In the early days we were 

frequently taking the 

documents to our legal team-

now we have a template.

Sourcing records

Depending on the film and 

supplier it may be on 

Worldcat or not.

Writing a record from 

template is often 

necessary.



Later stage elements

Metadata (2) Alma Digital Checks

Ordering digital

Have to have a 

representation to get the 

order number to get the 

representation

Often a physical copy too!

Invoice goes to finance 

Permissions

We need to use configuration 

to limit access and copyright 

statements to fulfill copyright 

requirements.

If a new one of these is 

needed legal is involved 

again!

Making sure it works

Uploading the material and 

checking appears smoothly 

on the catalogue. 

Adding reminders if there 

is an end date to take it 

down (can use permissions 

to hide it.)



Placeholder Image



Later stage elements continued

Metadata (2) Alma Digital Checks

Ordering digital

Have to have a 

representation to get the 

order number to get the 

representation.

Often a physical copy too!

Invoice goes to finance

Permissions

We need to use configuration 

to limit access and copyright 

statements to fulfill copyright 

requirements.

If a new one of these is 

needed legal is involved 

again!

Making sure it works

Uploading the material and 

checking appears smoothly 

on the catalogue. 

Adding reminders if there 

is an end date to take it 

down (can use permissions 

to hide it.)



Example Film

Our Library Transforms: 
A promotional film from 
UoM Library to which we 
own the copyright

WARNING- VIDEO HAS SOUND!

If you hate scanning QR codes, then you can also search University of Manchester Library Search 
Resources and search for “Our Library Transforms”. 



Cost

Most Expensive- £810 

aka $1000 

Cheapest- £138

Kanopy perpetual 

licence usually £562.

Variety of currencies 

involved- usually USD



Conclusions



Any Questions

Ruth Burns
Collection Development Data Coordinator

@ruthburns.bsky.social
ruth.burns@manchester.ac.uk
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