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Speaker Abstracts and Bios 

 
Paper 1: Learning through Play: LEGO Build the Change in Idea Stores 
Ali Harland, Children’s Library Development Manager, Idea Store, Tower Hamlets 
@bookgirla.bsky.social 

In this session Alison will discuss the international project that Idea Stores are part of. The presentation will 
concentrate on the benefits of learning through play, some aspects of the training delivered, some examples of 
the types of sessions we ran and share feedback and lots of lovely pictures of solutions to real world problems 
made from LEGO Bricks and children’s imaginations.  There will also be an opportunity to play with some LEGO! 

Alison has worked in libraries for 22 years. She spent 19 of them at Leeds Libraries where she started as a library 
assistant. When Alison left Leeds she was managing a small team responsible for the delivery of stock, reader 
development, children and young people, cultural programming, health and wellbeing as well as the schools 
library service. Alison moved to London in 2023 and her most current role is managing children's and young 
people's service development. 

 

Paper 2: Building better stock collections through co-creation with children  
and young people 
Lucy Banks, Programme Manager, Libraries Rising 
@librariesrising.bsky.social 

Libraries Rising’s Youth Engagement Network, a programme that now spans 30 library services in the country, 
creates space and opportunity for children and young people to directly impact decision-making in libraries. In 
this session, you’ll gain understanding into the co-creative approach, why it’s integral for building relationships 
with young people in communities, and how it positively impacts stock selection and promotes a love of reading. 

Lucy is Programme Manager for Libraries Rising and leads our Youth Engagement Network. Working co-creatively 
with children, young people and libraries, she’s passionate about putting young voices at the heart of national 
policy and decision-making. Before joining the team, Lucy supported reading development for children, young 
people and adults at Libraries Unlimited in Devon and Torbay. She’s an advocate for inclusive, youth-centred 
practice and believes that fun, creativity and inspiration should sit at the heart of everything we do. 
 
 

Paper 3: Finding Autistic Representation in Picturebooks 
Natasha Radford, Chicken and Frog Bookshop 
@natashasradford.bsky.social 
 
The session will introduce Natasha’s research, discussing the importance of authentic representation. Natasha 
will share her rubric, which can be used by professionals as tool to support the choosing of appropriate 
picturebooks (and beyond). 

Natasha is a bookseller and an educator, whose PhD research focuses on the representation and reception of 
autism in children’s picturebooks. Her independent bookshop celebrates diversity, providing a welcoming space 
for all. 


