
 

  

WINNERS OF THE NAG PUBLIC LIBRARY PROJECT OF THE YEAR GRANT 2026 

20th May 2026 

NAG Public Library Project of the Year Grant 2026 

Oldham Library’s “Study Well: The Young People’s Exam Hub” and Lewisham Libraries “Downham Library 

SEND Families Sessions” are our two winners of the NAG Public Library Project Grant for 2026. 

This NAG Grant, launched in 2019, aims to enable public libraries to explore a project without requiring a 

lengthy application process and with the flexibility to cover a range of circumstances.  For 2026 we 

offered two grants of £1,500 thanks to the sponsorship of Open Fifth who are supporting one of the 

Grants.  

“Study Well” has emerged from the busy study environment of Oldham Library where, every spring, it 
becomes a vital study space for hundreds of teenagers, many of whom have no other quiet or safe place 
to revise. These teens need to balance academic demands with their wellbeing and this programme is 
designed to address this need, combining wellbeing‑focused resources, short drop‑in activities, and 
light‑touch emotional support at the moments students need it most.   
 

Lewisham Libraries project builds on an existing successful project at Downham Library with their 

specialist SEND Families sessions and aims to better resource this popular library activity and roll it out 

across the borough with mobile “party starter” kits for their Signs and Symbols Disco and specialist 

training for the library staff delivering the sessions. 

 

The two projects will each receive £1500 to enable them to buy resources, pay for external trainers and 

facilitators and create promotional resources. 

The projects impressed the NAG Executive Committee when measured against value for money, 

sustainability and innovation as well as the potential for sharing and replicability for the wider NAG 

community. 

Our sponsors, Open Fifth said: 

“We are incredibly proud to sponsor the 2026 NAG Public Library Project Grant and support 

Oldham Library’s brilliant 'Study Well' initiative.  

Oldham Library’s initiative exemplifies the roles of public libraries as vital community services. 

Supporting young people at this pivotal moment helps them to navigate their exams today, 

invests in their futures, and fosters a lifelong relationship with libraries as inclusive places to learn 

and support well-being. 

We wish Oldham Library’s students all the best with their studies!“ 

- Lauren Purton, Marketing Executive - Open Fifth  

 

 

https://openfifth.co.uk/


Kate Burgess from Lewisham Libraries said: “We are thrilled to receive this grant to bolster our SEND 

Families Sessions, growing team skills and developing our loud and proud party starter kits. Thank you for 

choosing our project, helping expand our accessibility offer and bring disabled joy into our libraries.” 

“We’re delighted to receive the NAG Public Library Project of the Year Grant for our Study Well project. 

Exam periods can be an extremely pressurised time for young people, and libraries play a vital role in 

providing safe, supportive and welcoming spaces where students can focus on their studies while also 

looking after their wellbeing. This funding from NAG will allow us to enhance what we already offer and 

respond more thoughtfully to young people’s needs at a crucial time in the year. We’re very grateful to 

NAG and its sponsors for recognising the importance of this work.” 

-  Farrah Ashraf, Development Officer (Health and Wellbeing), Oldham Libraries 

Our previous Chair, Alison Millar explains the motivation behind providing this fund: 

“I am keen that NAG gives opportunities for public libraries to learn from each other and because 

of that I am so pleased that NAG are offering this award. While we welcome innovative new 

projects we are also excited to fund the “what if?” type of project. Have you had something that 

you have wanted to give a go for a while? Do you have a problem that you would like to try out 

solutions for? Then this NAG grant is for you. If you are awarded the fund all we need afterwards 

is for you to share your experiences with other library colleagues.” 

Their prize includes free places to the NAG Forum event in Nottingham on 20th May and, thanks to 

sponsorship from Star Books, this includes travel expenses to enable the winners to attend. 

The two projects will be presented to other NAG members at an event in 2026-7 and will be featured in 

our Members’ journal Taking Stock to enable sharing and discussion. 

We are keen to expand the grants on offer for 2027 and NAG is open to talking to other sponsors who 

would be interested in supporting a further £1500 award. 

 

Notes to editors: 

About this Grant:  

The NAG Public Library Project of the Year Grant was designed to enable public libraries to take forward 

an innovative project, which may have already had a pilot phase, and develop it further.  All applicants 

must be NAG Members.  The grant amount has varied and was previously £5,000. Applications usually 

open in December of the previous year with a deadline in March and announcement in May. 

The previous winners are Vision Redbridge Culture & Leisure (2019), Wandsworth Libraries and 

Derbyshire Libraries (2021), Buckinghamshire Libraries (2022) Oldham Libraries (2023) Wakefield Libraries 

(2024) and Leeds Libraries (2025). 

For further information contact: Jennie Hillyard, Business Development Manager NAG Email: 

nag.office@nag.org.uk  

 About NAG:  

NAG is a voice for everyone from all sectors associated with library and information resources, Chief 

Officers, librarians, publishers and service suppliers – providing leadership and a source of shared 

expertise for its membership in the public, academic and private sectors.  

NAG produces industry standards and impartial good practice guidelines relating to its core purpose. It 

offers opportunities for education and training, knowledge sharing and networking through its series of 

regional seminars and workshops. 



About Open Fifth 

Open Fifth Limited (formerly PTFS Europe Limited) is a UK-based company with the vision to make 

technology easy for libraries. We focus on enabling library users through high-quality, open source 

software solutions. Our way of working is characterised by listening, finding solutions, reliable delivery, 

and above all open communication. Our highly skilled team has a friendly and approachable style in 

delivering our quality implementation and support services. 

We proudly work with customers across all sectors, including public, academic, health, governmental, 

museum, law and special libraries, and archives. The reason so many customers continue to choose us is 

that we solve problems, we don’t sell software. When libraries join us as a customer, they are gaining the 

expertise of our developers, trainers, data migration experts, and experienced account managers to 

support them throughout the journey. As an ISO 27001 certified company, you can also rely on the 

quality and integrity of the support we’re providing. 

More information on Open Fifth: www.openfifth.co.uk. 

 

About our winners: 

Oldham Libraries are at the heart of their communities, offering free access to information, learning, 

culture and wellbeing support. Alongside books and digital resources, libraries in Oldham provide safe, 

inclusive spaces for people of all ages, delivering activities and initiatives that support literacy, lifelong 

learning, health and wellbeing, and community connection. 

Lewisham Libraries empower our communities by providing free, welcoming spaces that offer access to 

knowledge, culture, and creativity. We support learning, wellbeing, and digital inclusion, working in 

partnership to build resilient, connected neighbourhoods where everyone can thrive. Through our trusted 

presence across the borough, we inspire imagination, promote equality, and enable residents to live their 

best lives. Our new Explore More engagement campaign invites residents to broaden how they 

experience stories and reconnect with libraries as inclusive cultural and wellbeing hubs for reading, 

learning, and creativity. In recent years we have developed an increasingly ambitious creative program 

that goes beyond traditional library services. This has included author events featuring locally and 

nationally celebrated writers, participation in StoryTrails — the UK's largest immersive storytelling 

experience — and our Imagined Worlds program, which has brought together readers, writers, and 

communities around the power of speculative fiction and imaginative storytelling. This body of work was 

recognised in 2025 when Lewisham Libraries was named Regional Winner for Library of the Year at the 

British Book Awards, one of the most prestigious accolades in the UK book world, in recognition of our 

author events program and the impact of Imagined Worlds.  

http://www.openfifth.co.uk/

